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Summary Statement                                                                                                         

I am a moral psychologist, statistician and philosopher at the Social Psychology Lab in Ghent 

University. My primary research focus is the study of moral psychology. I am particularly 

interested in exploring how people react to real-life moral dilemmas. Additionally, I study the 

nature of blaming and praising. I am a big proponent of transparency in science and aim to make 

my research and data as accessible as possible. As such all data and statistical code for my 

studies are made available through Open Science Framework (individual links available on 

dhbostyn.com).  
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Bostyn, D.H. (2019). Of Mice and Men: real-life trolley dilemmas and person-centered moral 
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Van Damme, S., Van Hiel, A., Roets, A. (2025). Beyond Hypotheticals: Exploring Moral 

Judgment Through Real-life Sacrificial Dilemma Paradigms. Annual Meeting of the Society 
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Sacrificial Dilemma Paradigms. International Conference on Thinking. Milan, Italy. 
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Bostyn, D.H., Dierckx, K., Haesevoets, T., Van Assche, J., Valcke, B., De Souter, L., Van Damme, S., & 

Roets, A. (2023). Hypothetical judgment and real-life behavior in trolley style sacrificial 

moral dilemmas. General Meeting of The European Association of Social Psychology. 
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Bostyn, D.H., & Roets, A. (2023) Moral judgments are not independent. Why that might matter. 

Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology. Atlanta, USA. 

Bostyn, D.H., & Knobe, J. (2022). The Shape of Blame. Annual Meeting of the Society for 

Personality and Social Psychology. San Francisco, USA.  

Bostyn, D.H., & Knobe, J. (2021). The Shape of Blame. Annual meeting of the Society for Philosophy 

and Psychology. Online, USA.  

Bostyn, D.H. (2021). Trolleys in the dark: enlightening moral cognition through sacrificial 

dilemmas. Award-lecture for winning the BAPS Best PhD Thesis Award. Belgian 

Association of Psychological Science. Online, Belgium.  

Bostyn, D.H., Sevenhant S. & Roets, A. (2020). Of mice, men, and trolleys: Hypothetical judgment 

versus real-life behavior in trolley-style moral dilemmas. International Conference on 

Thinking. Paris, France. (Cancelled due to COVID-19). 

Bostyn, D.H., & Knobe, J. (2020). The Shape of Blame. Annual meeting of the Society for Philosphy 

and Psychology. Princeton, USA. (Cancelled due to COVID-19). 

Bostyn, D.H., & Knobe, J. (2020). The Shape of Blame. Pan-Asian Summit on Wisdow, Morality and 

Character in the Polarized World. Colombo, Sri Lanka. (Cancelled due to COVID-19). 

Bostyn, D.H., & Knobe, J. (2019). The Shape of Blame. Meeting of Minds @HKU Forum for 

Outstanding Young Scholars. Hong Kong, the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of 

the People's Republic of China. 

Bostyn, D.H., & Knobe, J. (2019). The Shape of Blame. 21st conference of the European Society for 

Cognitive Psychology. Tenerife, Canary Islands. 

Bostyn, D.H., Conway P. & Roets, A. (2019). Does Sensitivity to moral principles indicate moral 

maturity? Poster presented at the Association for Psychological Science Annual 

Convention. San Francisco, USA. 

Bostyn, D.H., & Knobe, J. (2019). The Shape of Blame. Winter Seminar on Social Cognition and 

Intergroup Relations. Poronin, Poland. 



Bostyn, D.H., Conway P. & Roets, A. (2019). Does Sensitivity to moral principles indicate moral 

maturity? Poster presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality and Social 

Psychology. Portland, USA. 

Bostyn, D.H., Sevenhant S. & Roets, A. (2018). Of mice, men, and trolleys: Hypothetical judgment 

versus real-life behavior in trolley-style moral dilemmas. Poster presented at the 

Association for Psychological Science Annual Convention. San Francisco, USA. 

Bostyn, D.H., Sevenhant S. & Roets, A. (2018). Of mice, men, and trolleys: Hypothetical judgment 

versus real-life behavior in trolley-style moral dilemmas. Poster presented at the Annual 

meeting of the Belgian Association for Psychological Science. Ghent, Belgium. 

Bostyn, D.H., & Knobe, J. (2018). Of mice, men, and trolleys: Hypothetical judgment versus real-

life behavior in trolley-style moral dilemmas. Winter Seminar on Social Cognition and 

Intergroup Relations. Poronin, Poland. 

Bostyn, D.H., & Roets, A. (2017). Asymmetrical Conformity Effects in Moral Cognition. General 

Meeting of The European Association of Social Psychology. Granada, Spain. 

Bostyn, D.H. & Roets, A. (2015). An Asymmetric Moral Conformity Effect: Subjects Conform to 

Deontological but not Utilitarian majorities. Political Psychology Conference Amsterdam. 

Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 

Bostyn, D.H., Van Hiel, A., & Roets A. (2015). Political Ideology and Moral Reasoning: Are 

conservatives more utilitarian? Annual Scientific Meeting of the International Society of 

Political Psychology. San Diego, CA, USA.  

Bostyn, D.H., Van Hiel, A., & Roets A. (2015). Political Ideology and Moral Reasoning: Are 

conservatives more utilitarian? Annual meeting of the Belgian Association for 
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Reviewing Experience                                                                                                     

Psychological Science 

Nature Human Behavior 

Cognition 

Cognitive Science 

Journal of Personality 

Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin 

Social Psychological and Personality Science 

Journal of Experimental Social Psychology 

European Journal of Social Psychology 

British Journal of Social Psychology 

Philosophical Psychology 

PLOS ONE 

Group Processes & Intergroup Relations 

Journal of Trust Research 

Personality and Individual Differences 

The International Journal of Psychology 



Current Psychology 

Comprehensive Results in Social Psychology 

Social Justice Research 

Social and Personality Psychology Compass 

Transportation Research Part F: Traffic Psychology and Behaviour 

Violence against Women 

Journal of Business Ethics 

Behavior Research Methods 

Consciousness and Cognition 

Death Studies 

Scientific Advances 

The Journal of Social Psychology 

Psychologica Belgica 

Review of Philosophy and Psychology 

Journal of Medical Ethics 

Journal of Social Psychology 

Psychology, Crime, Law 

 

Decision 

Economics & Philosophy 

 

Awards & Honors                                                                                                               

Association for Psychological Science, Rising Star, 2024 

Selection of first-authored manuscript: “Of Mice, Men, and Trolleys: Hypothetical Judgment 

Versus Real-Life Behavior in Trolley-Style Moral Dilemmas” as Highly-Cited Paper (top 1% of the 

academic field of Psychiatry/Psychology) by Web of Science. 

Best PhD Thesis award for the Belgian Association of Psychological Sciences, 2021. 

“Kannjer” award, 2020. Dean’s award for service to the Faculty of Psychology and Educational 

Sciences. 

Laureate of ‘Best Poster Award’, Research Day, Ghent University, Faculty of Psychology and 

Educational Sciences 2014. 

Grants                                                                                                                       

2023:  

Research Foundation Flanders (FWO) & Ghent University Departmental Fund for 

Mobility: Travel and expenses grant to attend the annual meeting of the Society for 

Personality and Social Psychology, Atlanta. (1750€) 

 

Research Foundation Flanders (FWO): Travel grant to attend the meeting of the 

European Association of Social Psychology, Krakow. (300€) 



2022:   

Bijzonder Onderzoeksfonds (BOF): Senior postdoctoral fellowship (220000€) 

2020:   

University of Kent and Ghent University: special call for collaboration. (3000£). 

2019:  

Research Foundation Flanders (FWO): Junior postdoctoral fellowship (200000€). 

Research Foundation Flanders (FWO) & Ghent University Departmental Fund for 

Mobility: Travel and expenses grant to attend the 21st conference of the European 

Society for Cognitive Psychology. (1400€) 

2018: 

Fulbright Commission & Education USA, Fulbright Belgium: Grant for graduate study & 

(pre) doctoral research. ($10000) 

2017: 

Research Foundation Flanders (FWO) & Ghent University Departmental Fund for 

Mobility: Travel and expenses grant to attend the annual meeting of the European 

Association for Social Psychology. (1143€) 

2015: 

Ghent University Departmental Fund for Mobility: Travel and expenses grant to attend 

the Annual meeting of Belgian Association for Psychological Science. (40€) 

Research Foundation Flanders (FWO) & Ghent University Departmental Fund for 

Mobility: Travel and expenses grant to attend the annual meeting of the International 

Society for Political Psychology. (1450€) 

Ghent University Departmental Fund for Mobility: Travel and expenses grant to attend 

the Political Psychology Meeting Amsterdam. (408€`) 

Selected Media Coverage                                                                                     ______ 

Interview on Moral Psychology and Covid-19. De Morgen. December 11th, 2021. 

 

Why hypothetical thinking is only a pale imitation of real life. The Guardian. June 22th, 2018. 

Does the trolley problem have a problem? Slate Magazine. June 18th, 2018. 

Wat als een zelfrijdende auto moet kiezen tussen vijf voetgangers doden of zijn passagier. Knack 

Magazine. June 11th, 2018 

Trolley problem tested in real life for first time with mice. New Scientist. May 11th, 2018. 


